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Millions of families on South 
America’s Pacific coast have 
long depended on artisanal 
fishing for a living. But they 
have been increasingly being 
pushed aside by the industrial 
fisheries. 

http://www.ipsnews.net/2015/06/industrial-fisheries-crowd-out-artisanal-
fisherpersons-in-south-america/



In Latin America and the 
Caribbean there are over 
two million small-scale 
fisherpersons who generate 
some three billion dollars a 
year in revenues



Research in seafarers and 
fishermen's health and safety have 
so far mainly come from industrial 
developed countries. How can this 
be improved? 

How to get in contact and inspire 
our colleagues in Latin America for 
a global collaboration in research?

What is the scope of fishermen´s 
and seafarers health and safety 
research in Latin America - and 
who are the researchers?  



..to strengthen the maritime health 
research across the continents by: 

1) Review the maritime health 
literature in Latin America 

2) Identify research gabs 

3) Get in contact and invite maritime 
health researchers in Latin America to 
be part of the IMHA-Research forum. 



PubMed, Google Scholar, 
SciELO - Scientific 
Electronic Library Online, 
Pan American Journal of 
Public Health,Medicina 
Maritima and some public 
health and occupational 
journals in Latin America 
were searched 



In all 57 articles, all on fishing 
were included. No seafaring. 
Brazil counted for the main 
part, n =39, while the other 
countries had 0-4 studies. 
The study objectives include 
occupational injuries, divers 
disease, skin diseases, hearing 
loss. cross-sectional surveys 
including ergonomic problems 
and environmental pollution.
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Main messages: 

1 The maritime health research in Latin America is scarce, mainly in Brazil and only for fishing 

2  Seafarers from merchant ships aren't  represented at all in the studies. 

3  Many countries in Latin-america do not participate in this research, an indicator of the lack of scientific research.  

4 Different health problems have been addressed of which some are specific for the tropical and sbutropical region, but not all.

5 Fatalites in fishing havent been studied at all. 

6 Fishing is known to be a hazardous ocupation and this is probably also in Latin America 

7 The absences of fatal studies, do not say there are no problems with fatalities. 

8 many of the studies are in Spnish or Portugues, but always with an English abstract. 

9 The English-Spanish language should not be a hindering for the international use of evidence as there are easy translation 

and there are always Abstract in both languages 

10 Fishing in Latin-am approches some of the same health problems like in other parts of the world, but there are also some 

that are specific for Latin-america.

11 The review points out the need for research for seafarers and fishermen. 

12 The similarities open up for collaboration with Latin-America and other countries



Studies on seafarers are 
missing and needed



Studies on fatal 
incidents on fishing 
vessels are lacking -
there are probably 
many fatalities in the 
fishing



1. Most problems are 
similar to other 
countries

2. Some only tropical  
3. Fatal accidents in 

fishing and -
4. Seafarers - are 

missing



THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION


